The OSCE is uniquely suited to deal with some of the key threats facing the United Kingdom, the United States and their allies : terrorism, organized crime, the illegal arms trade, political repression, refugee flows and the denial of human rights. Most of these problems cannot be solved by military preemption. In order to deal with immediate challenges, such as the growth of terrorism and Islamic extremisms, we must pay more attention to advancing our long-term values : democracy, the rule of law, development of market economies, modernization and education. The OSCE is the instrument of choice in dealing with these problems, particularly in Central Asia where it has no competition. But the OSCE is underused and relegated to the margins by policy makers. This is no time for the United States or the United Kingdom to reduce financial or political support for an essential multilateral organization. In: ECMI Monograph ; 1 Notes: 'The importance the OSCE attaches to minority issues as problems of peace and security is reflected most prominently in the office of the High Commissioner on National Minorities (HCNM) which was established to prevent violent ethnic conflict. The tense inter-ethnic relations in Estonia and Latvia were addressed early on by the OSCE. A number of factors made for a volatile mix in both Baltic states : firstly, the existence of domestic tensions between a large minority of mainly Russians and a majority determined to preserve and strengthen its own identity; and secondly, increasing international tensions because of the active interest which Russia was taking in the conditions of its kinfolk in Estonia and Latvia. By contrast, these factors were absent in Lithuania. As analysed in this monograph, the situations in Estonia and Latvia were typically cases for which the HCNM had been established. They demonstrate the extent to which international involvement can keep domestic conflicts tractable and, a the same time, prevent the buildup of international conflict potential. They are also showcases for the specific approach the OSCE High Commissioner has developed in dealing with tense inter-ethnic situations. ' This book examines the debates surrounding the post-Cold War enlargement of the principal European organisations : the European Union, NATO, the Western European Union, the Council of Europe and the Organisation for Security and Cooperation in Europe. All were founded during the Cold War but since then have had to adjust to the dramatic changes that have taken place. They now face demands both to enlarge their functions and enlarge their membership to admit states from central, eastern and southern Europe. The extent and speed with which the process of enlargement will take place will be the most important factor in determining the future development of Europe. The book focuses on 3 main questions : (1) is there one or several visions guiding the enlargement process ? ( 2) have there been separate motives for enlargement between the different organisations ? (3) has there been a deliberate policy by Western governments to pursue a 'cost-free' expansion process ?' Subject: EU--ENLARGEMENT Subject: NATO-- RIGHTS, vol. 24, nos. 3 -4, 2013, p. 287-297 . Notes: The OSCE has been involved in attempts to resolve the Transdniestrian conflict since 1992, even before the conference became a formal organization. As is the case with other conflicts, the OSCE has often been criticized in Moldova for failure to resolve the conflict. Such criticism, however, often glosses over the positive impact OSCE missions have had on mediation processes, the Moldova-Transdniestrian conflict in particular. Title: Assessing the Success of EU-OSCE Cooperation : A Case of Mutualism ? Author: Paunov, Dimitar In: SECURITY AND HUMAN RIGHTS, vol. 24, nos. 3 -4, 2013, p. 373-391 . Notes: This paper examines the relationship between the European Union (EU) and the Organization for Security and Co-operation in Europe (OSCE), with a particular focus on the restart in cooperation occurring at the turn of the century. This was due to the rediscovery of the organisation's common past, shared values, similar goals, the drawing of identical security strategies and an increased field presence in the same regions. The EU-OSCE relationship has not been without its shortcomings, but the successes of the cooperation have outnumbered the various hurdles. Furthermore, the relationship can be classified as a case of mutualism, as both partners have benefited therefrom. EUROPEAN SECURITY, vol. 21, no. 3, September 2012, p. 370-394 . Notes: This essay explores Russia's Organization for Security and Co-operation in Europe (OSCE) policy, by focusing on two questions. First of all, analysts have noted Russia's disinterest and obstructive policies towards the Organization. Thus, the question is what -if anything -does the Russian Federation still want from the OSCE ? Secondly, does the OSCE still serve as a forum for dialog ? These two issues are studied on the basis of rational institutionalism and realism. The essay demonstrates that Russia is still interested in the OSCE, but its policy has become more pragmatic, selective and instrumentalist. It includes obstructive and constructive strategies. At the same time, today the Russian Federation ascribes less significance to the Organization in European security. This is predetermined not only by its inability to push its interests through the OSCE, but also by the declining interest of other participating States in the Organization. The differences between OSCE participants have turned it into a battlefield of interests in many areas. Subject: OSCE--RUSSIA (FEDERATION) Item ID: JA028765 Media: Article Title: Supporting the Arab Spring : How the OSCE Can Help Democratic Transition in the MENA Region In: SECURITY AND HUMAN RIGHTS, vol. 23, no. 3, 2012, Special RIGHTS, vol. 22, no. 2, 2011, p. 103-117 . Notes: Security sector reform -including police reform -has been an important element in international programmes in many post-conflict and so-called 'fragile' states. In Central Asian states -mostly ruled by authoritarian regimes -the OSCE has been engaged in a variety of programmes to help reform the police, which have often been accused of abuses of human rights. There has been a significant police assistance programme in Kyrgyzstan, and smaller initiatives and activities have been implemented in Kazakhstan, Uzbekistan, Turkmenistan, and Tajikistan. Most of these initiatives have failed to achieve their objectives; in certain cases they may have had a negative impact on the OSCE's credibility in the region as an organization that promotes a comprehensive view of security, including attention to human rights and civil liberties. The article suggests that external assistance to the security sector in authoritarian political systems poses particularly difficult challenges, if there is no parallel process of political democratisation. In addition, a complex relationship between state security forces and organised crime poses Additional challenges to police reform programmes. The article suggests that the OSCE might usefully review its policies to improve its effectiveness in this area and to ensure that its approach remains consistent with its basic principles. RIGHTS, vol. 22, no. 4, 2011, p. 383-397 . Notes: The article focuses on a possible assistance of the OSCE to North African countries in political transition following the events of the so called 'Arab Spring'. The OSCE has extensive experience in relevant realms. It also has a long-standing institutionalized dialogue and cooperation with a number of North African states. The discussion within the Organization itself on what the OSCE could offer and with states such as Tunisia on their needs has begun in January 2011, and is ongoing. The OSCE has also implemented first hands-on projects aimed at supporting the transitions processes in those countries, and linked to the on-going election processes there. But the OSCE Mediterranean dialogue suffers from the institutional context in which the Mediterranean Partners have the status akin to that of observers, and a certain lack of vision. RIGHTS, vol. 20, no. 4, 2009, p. 264-276 . Notes: Although election observation has shown its value in enhancing public confidence and improving election practices, serious questions about the future of observation remain. Observer are groups under attack from some governments, while methods of manipulating elections have become increasingly sophisticated. A particular difficulty for observers is how to react when governments show a lack of political will to conduct fair elections. There are a number of steps that can be taken to meet these and other challenges, but ensuring that election observation remains relevant and effective will require continuing creativity, flexibility and innovations. RIGHTS, vol. 20, no. 3, 2009, p. 238-245 . Notes: Although the engagement of the Organization for Security and Co-operation (OSCE) with Afghanistan, as an OSCE Asian Partner for Co-operation, is not a new effort, a more structured and focused approach was initiated by the participating States at the Madrid OSCE Ministerial Council in November 2007 and its Decision No. 4/07 (MC Decision No. 4/07). The Ministerial Council Decision identifies the need for OSCE support in three major areas : border security and management, and policing and combating trafficking, with such activities complementing already other national and international efforts. Since then, the implementation of MC Decision No. 4/07 has put OSCE effort towards Afghanistan on a more systematic basis. With a programme of activities that includes 16 projects, and that aims at the strengthening of border security and management, the facilitation of cross-border co-operation and the enhancement of national law enforcement capacities, the OSCE is well-positioned to strengthen its engagement with Afghanistan. In particular, it can draw on substantial expertise within its existing channels, including its field operations in Central Asia. Although OSCE engagement with Afghanistan remains a challenging task, in particular given the financial constraints of the Organization, the OSCE can continue to build on the solid interaction already established within the Partnership for Co-operation framework. RIGHTS, vol. 20, no. 3, 2009, p. 201-211 . Notes: Within the last ten years, police-related activities have become a key component of the OSCE's post-conflict rehabilitation operations and have gained increasing relevance in the organization's democratization and rule of law activities in states of transition as well as in the promotion of international co-operation in the fight against terrorism and organized crime. The article provides an overview of the wide scope of police-related activities the OSCE executive structures have undertaken, the achievements they have made, the challenges they have faced while developing and implementing their police assistance and reform programmes, and the strategies they have developed to address the challenges. Subject: POLICE Subject: OSCE Item ID: JA026413 Media: Article Title: The Ethical Challenges of Implementing Counterterrorism Measures and the Role of the OSCE Author: Ginkel, Bibi van Additional Author: Westervelt, Steven In: SECURITY AND HUMAN RIGHTS, vol. 20, no. 2, 2009, p. 123-132 . Notes: The United Nations established a counterterrorism mechanism in the form of the Counterterrorism Committee when it adopted Security Council Resolution 1373 (2001) . The Committee has so far worked with regional organizations and individual states in capacity building efforts to augment local counterterrorism abilities. However, ethical bottlenecks remain. The problem of ethics arises when laws lack legitimacy regarding criminality and state power and when they diverge from the rule of law and good governance. Regional organizations are keenly placed to ensure that states adopt legitimate counterterrorism measures, thus avoiding ethical bottlenecks. By working with states to maintain the moral high ground, regional organizations such as the OSCE can prevent unnecessary compromises between human rights and security. RIGHTS, vol. 20, no. 4, 2009, p. 318-324 . Notes: The OSCE Mission was established on the invitation of the government of Georgia and with the consent of the leaders of the breakaway regions of Abkhazia and South Ossetia. One would therefore conclude that there would have been a sound basis for a political solution of the situation. The reality has proved otherwise. The JCC set up to serve as a forum for negotiations, became part of the problem and compromised rather than enabled the OSCE to fulfill its mediating role. The OSCE's security enhancing role in the breakaway regions was curtailed due to lack of personnel. As a regional organization lacking political and economic leverage the OSCE was not up to the challenges of this complex situation. The article highlights the constraints of the OSCE in carrying out its mandate : no legal basis, consensus, increasing opposition from the part of CIS countries. RIGHTS, vol. 20, no. 4, 2009, p. 294-306 . Notes: The article makes two intertwining arguments about OSCE's work in Central Asia. The first is that the organization failed to engage the leaders of the region in a political dialogue, opting instead for a quasi-developmental approach centered on technical assistance projects, many of questionable provenance and of limited if not negative impact. The second is that the OSCE has failed to promote in the region its own comprehensive vision of security with the human dimension at its core, instead accepting the security notions of regional leaders. The article traces and discusses the key points in the OSCE's involvement in Central Asia, noting that the political influence of the organization has dissipated while the project portfolio has expanded. The article questions the wisdom of projects involving police support and assistance to other governmental power structures in Central Asia states. RIGHTS, vol. 19, no. 4, 2008, p. 273-283 . Notes: The OSCE is actively engaged in current activities addressing the various facets of security sector reform (SSR). From the perspective on an institution which considers that the security of states and their citizens are mutually reinforcing, such an engagement appears completely natural. SSR represents a common concern for states in transition from war to peace and from authoritarian rule to democracy, as well as for any rule of law state. Democratic governance of the security sector is essential at all stages of the conflict management cycle : while having the potential for reducing the risk of armed violence in conflict-prone states, it happens to be an inescapable component of compromise packages conducive to a final peace settlement and constitutes a crucial element of peacebuilding strategies in post-conflict settings. A state with a dysfunctional security sector can disrupt political stability within it own region. As the security sector is linked to effective government authority, strong democratic institutions based on the rule of law also contribute to the prevention and combating of transnational threats, risks and challenges such as organized crime, terrorism and illicit trafficking of all kinds. However, the OSCE involvement on the SSR turf is plagued with a regrettable conceptual deficit due to the absence of an integrated concept of SSR. This analysis offers a critical overview of OSCE achievements at both the normative (standard-setting) and operational level before assessing the consequence of the lack of overarching guiding principles governing the OSCE's SSR related activities. Subject: SECURITY SECTOR REFORM Subject: OSCE Item ID: JA025537 Media: Article , vol. 19, no. 4, 2008, p. 284-297 . Notes: In the post-Cold War security environment of strategic confusion and deep uncertainty, multilateral security institutions are struggling to adjust and evolve from a single vision of reality to a more complex understanding of the strategic risks and challenges. Both the North Atlantic Treaty Organization and the Organization for Security and Cooperation in Europe have gone through in-depth transformation, with different degrees of success, to be able to address the new threats to the security of their members. The relevance and effectiveness of multilateral security institutions depends more and more on the ability and determination of their members to adapt to and to seize the opportunities of change. This difficult ongoing and continuous process requires innovative doctrines and new mechanisms for which some organizations are conceptually or institutionally better prepared than others. This article briefly explores the doctrinal sources of NATO's Comprehensive Approach and its possible links with the OSCE's comprehensive concept of security. It looks at the opportunities and the limits of this new approach in facilitating NATO's interaction and engagement with other international actors, in particular the OSCE, in conceptual, institutional and operational terms. And it briefly reflects on the paradoxical, parallel lives of the OSCE's and NATO's respective approaches to security cooperation. Cooperation between the EU and the OSCE has made a significant contribution to European security by preventing conflict and promoting political and economic stability in Southeast Europe. Yet the political crisis of the OSCE is jeopardizing further EU-OSCE cooperation, harming prospects for peace and democracy in the South Caucasus and Central Asia. This article examines the fate of the OSCE and EU-OSCE cooperation since 1989, and assesses the factors limiting the prospects for cooperation and their mutual achievements in conflict prevention. It concludes that, given the EU's foreign policy objectives, it is in its interest to confront the political deadlock between Russia and the United States within the OSCE, by resuming EU partnership with the OSCE, and by forging a proactive and constructive policy towards the Russian Federation. These efforts could contribute to the revival of pan-European security cooperation, and ensure stability and peace in Europe's wider neighbourhood. DEMOCRATIZATION, vol. 14, no. 3, June 2007, p. 491-508 . Notes: This article explores the potential of the Organization for Security and Cooperation in Europe (OSCE) to be an agent of socialization in the five Central Asian Republics of Kazakhstan, Kyrgyzstan, Tajikistan, Turkmenistan, and Uzbekistan. In drawing on both rationalist and constructivist approaches to international socialization it is argued that the organization's inability to provide tangible material and political incentives as well as Central Asia's indigenous culture and institutions impede successful socialization dynamics. Moreover, the power-oriented elites consider the bulk of the OSCE activities to be a threat to their grasp on power, not only making socialization almost impossible but also making OSCE-Central Asian cooperation increasingly difficult to sustain. Recommendations to increase the OSCE's influence in the region concentrate on a better understanding of the cost-benefit calculation of Central Asian governments as well as a more responsive attitude to traditional institutions in the OSCE's approach towards the region. Subject: OSCE--ASIA, CENTRAL Item ID: JA023699 Media: Article Title: The OSCE and the 21st Century Author: Perrin de Brichambaut, Marc In: HELSINKI MONITOR, vol. 18, no. 3, 2007, p. 181-191 . Notes: Since the late 1990s, the OSCE has become a mirror of the difficulties of the process of transition within the large area it covers, of the resurgence of tensions among some of its participating states, of the rise of new challenges. It is difficult for a value-based organization to do better than its constituent parts; the OSCE is no exception to the rule. Still, the OSCE today has nineteen field operations deployed in seventeen countries, assisting states across three dimensions of activity. For all of the changes that the OSCE has helped to manage, the fact is that the OSCE's job is not over. Part of the original vision driving the CSCE and the OSCE was to help create a united Europe which is free and at peace with itself. In Central Asia's borders with Afghanistan, we are not yet there. The struggle for tolerant, democratic, and dynamic societies, which are at peace and have the ability to tackle the challenges of terrorism, extremism and environmental degradation will be an ongoing one throughout the 21st century. The OSCE has a key role to play. This article is structured around three themes. A first part examines the context currently facing the OSCE. The second part explores how the Organization is adapting to new challenges. A final section highlights areas where further adaptation and emphasis may be required. HELSINKI MONITOR, vol. 18, no. 3, 2007, p. 246-259 . Notes: The Shanghai Cooperation Organisation (SCO) comprises a considerable territory, a large part of the world's population, energy sources, nuclear arms and significant armed forces. In comparing the SCO with the OSCE, at first sight they share many principles, goals and activities in the three domains of security. The fight against terrorism and other politico-military security-related issues have been the main topics of cooperation. However, in the humain domain, continuous violations of human rights in SCO states demonstrate that this dimension is first of all subordinated to (the prolongation of) the often autocratic governments. Thus, although formally appearing to be two of a kind, in practice the organisations differ a great deal. As to increased cooperation between the SCO and OSCE, if favourable trade-offs can be made in the political and economic security dimensions, which are of more importance to the SCO, this might also open the way for intensified cooperation in the human domain. Central Asian members could possibly, because of their double membership of the SCO and the OSCE, play a key role in such a direction. A Kazakh OSCE chairmanship might serve as an instrument for persuading Central Asian states to be more committed towards the human principles of the OSCE. (OSCE) , hovering between ambition and obstruction. She argues that the Istanbul Summit of 1999 presented a watershed in the Russian approach towards the OSCE when its ambitions for a genuine pan-European security organisation were not met. Reflecting on the Istanbul Summit the then Russian Minister of Foreign Affairs Ivanov remarked that the OSCE had turned into a Western tool for forced democratisation. The human dimension of security, fostering rule of law, democratisation and human rights, gradually turned into the stage of an emerging East West divide. The Russian Federation developed a non-constructive attitude by obstructing the decision making process on a regular basis. This negative approach also hampered the OSCE's mediating role in the so called 'frozen conflicts' in post-Soviet areas. The priority of the current chairmanship of Belgium to unfreeze at least one of these conflicts is not very likely to happen without Russian support. Hence it is imperative that efforts are made to create a new atmosphere of rapprochement between Russia and the Western participating states. The author recommends the chairmanship to use the current reform agenda of the OSCE as a tool for creating new common ground. The success of this attempt will largely determine whether the OSCE will become more effective a a mediator in frozen conflicts. Subject: OSCE--RUSSIA (FEDERATION) Item ID: JA022502 Media: Article Title: The Politico-Military Dimension of the OSCE Author: Bailes, Alyson J. K. In: HELSINKI MONITOR, vol. 17, no. 3, 2006, p. 214-225 . Notes: This article briefly reviews the relevance, strengths and weaknesses, and further potential of OSCE's politicomilitary work today, starting by drawing the contrast in more detail between the environment of CSCE's early years and that facing the members of Europe's extended security community in the early 21st century. It questions OSCE's competence and ability to tackle some of the more prominent features of today's special mix of threats and risks, but also points to services that the OSCE is providing and can provide, sometimes merely by virtue of existing (and by the existence of its acquis). The paper ends with some ideas about where OSCE might most usefully focus its securityrelated efforts in the near to medium term. Recently, however, they have gained political, and even strategic, importance in the region by contributing to political change in Georgia, Ukraine and Kyrgyzstan. IEOMs have also provoked resistance from several post-Soviet governments. This has taken several forms, including contesting the apparent western terms of democratization and the creation of alternative rules and practices for democratization and election observation. These challenges risk corrupting the whole practice of IEOMs, and the OSCE has sought to respond. IEOMs have also contributed to changes in Russian foreign policy, including its policy towards the OSCE. In addition, attitudes towards IEOMs within some post-Soviet governments are adding to evidence of a deepening divide between non-democratizing polities and the West. HELSINKI MONITOR, vol. 17, no. 3, 2006, p. 207-213 . Notes: There has been a lot of talk about reforming the OSCE. As one diplomat quipped, never has so much been said by so many for so little. If the OSCE is going to make progress on strengthening its effectiveness, it needs to show results by the end of 2006. Otherwise it risks becoming more narcissistic than operational. Of course, some may argue that the OSCE is not broke, so the whole reform process should anyway be wrapped up as soon as possible. But that would be a wasted opportunity. What the OSCE needs is some pruning, cutting back the wild growth of the past decade and allowing the main shoots to bear sweeter fruit. This article suggests how and why that should be done. In: HELSINKI MONITOR, vol. 17, no. 2, 2006, p. 160-174 . Notes: This article looks at the Code's legacy and its future, and makes a number of observations about its relationship with security sector reform (SSR). The Code and SSR, while different in terms of status, content and objectives, have several common and complementary elements. Indeed, the main argument of this article is that SSR could be used to develop an updated version of the Code. In particular, the author suggests that SSR can be a vehicle for reconceptualising and modernising the Code, and rendering it more pertinent to the security concerns of OSCE member states and their populations -and beyond, to communities in non-OSCE countries and regions. (Sofia, 6-7 December 2004) , ended with no less ambiguity than that of the previous year in Maastricht through what may be called escapism. Indeed, it adopted an extensive set of formal decisions and a few declaratory statements, a package which was obviously meant to downplay, if not conceal, the extent of the rift between Russia and most of the other participating States. The present article offers a critical account of the decisions which did not gain consensus as well as those whose formal adoption saved the meeting from collapse, while also assessing the consequences for the OSCE of repeated escapist diplomatic exercises. HELSINKI MONITOR, vol. 15, no. 4, 2004, p. 254-262 . Notes: The OSCE turns thirty next summer and is entering the third phase of its existence. This article looks at the OSCE in transition, tracing its first two phases of development and comparing them to the Organization in the context of contemporary challenges and a new security architecture. Particular attention is paid to the effect of EU and NATO enlargement on the OSCE, and the Organization's relevance -particularly to States that are neither in the Union nor the Alliance. It concludes by reflecting on the current debate on reform and sketching the way ahead for the OSCE. Subject: OSCE Item ID: JA021139 Media: Article Title: The 11th Meeting of the OSCE Ministerial Council : Political Deadlock and Institutional Change. Author: Ghebali, Victor-Yves In: HELSINKI MONITOR, vol. 15, no. 1, 2004, p. 1-12 HELSINKI MONITOR, vol. 15, no. 3, 2004 p. 202-219 . Notes: This analysis offers an assessment of the experience developed so far, after more than a decade (1992) (1993) (1994) (1995) (1996) (1997) (1998) (1999) (2000) (2001) (2002) (2003) (2004) , by LTMs assuming pre-conflict, conflict resolution or post-conflict functions. Starting with a brief reminder of the parameters of conflict management in the OSCE area, it discusses the issues related to the operating modalities of LTMs, with special emphasis on the termination of a mandate, before addressing the stakes that such a creative presently represent in the ongoing process of OSCE reform. SECURITY DIALOGUE, vol. 34, no. 3, September 2003, p. 269-283 . Notes: The article argues against the widespread view that OSCE long-term missions should be constrained in their use of public diplomacy. The case rests on arguments that link the emergence of post-international politics to the need for a transformation of diplomatic practices. Missions need to engage in more and better public diplomacy because, in their host countries, subnational actors have the capacity to derail (or advance) the implementation of OSCE standards, even if national governments support (or oppose) mission goals. Diplomats who operate in such an environment cannot confine themselves to mission-to-government communication in their attempts to promote international security through domestic reforms. To illustrate the argument that missions have to reach out to local audiences in order to be effective agents of domestic change, a case study of the mission to Croatia is presented. Shortcomings in the mission's approach are pointed out, and it is argued that recent improvements in the implementation of OSCE standards are related to changes in the mission's diplomatic practices. In the conclusion, the article identifies steps the OSCE can take to enable and encourage missions to pursue more and better public diplomacy. Subject: PUBLIC DIPLOMACY--OSCE Item ID: JA019673 Media: Article Title: The OSCE and the Stability Pact for South Eastern Europe : Can a New Relationship Improve Performance ? Author: Sporrer, Wolfgang In: HELSINKI MONITOR, vol. 14, no. 1, 2003, p. 11-21 HELSINKI MONITOR, vol. 13, no. 3, 2002, p. 221-232 . Notes: This contribution analyzes the potential effect of the forthcoming EU and NATO extensions on the OSCE resulting from the increasing membership in the two institutions, and from their evolving mandates. In the second and third parts, it assesses the OSCE's comparative advantages and areas of excellence followed by conclusions with regard to the future profile of the Organization within the evolving European security system. EUROPEAN SECURITY, vol. 11, no. 1, Spring 2002, p. 1-26 . Notes: The Kosovo Verification Mission (KVM) was a watershed in the development of the peacekeeping role of the Organisation for Security and Cooperation in Europe (OSCE). It was to be larger than every other OSCE mission combined and ten times larger than the previous largest mission. However, there has been little analysis of the mission. This article places the mission in the context of evolving OSCE practices of peacekeeping and long-term deployments and poses two sets of questions : Where does OSCE peacekeeping fit into the wider European security architecture ? And, if the role is to be developed further, what operational lessons does the organisation have to learn ? The authors argue that the OSCE fulfils a particular and valuable role through facilitation, confidence-building and the human dimension but that this role lends itself to a qualitatively different type of peacekeeping to that offered by military organisations such as NATO. This brings with it advantages that allow the OSCE to deploy in places that NATO cannot, but is also restricted by being unarmed and consent-dependent. What the Kosovo case showed, however, is that different organisations can complement each other with OSCE reporting ultimately providing the tripwire for NATO military action. HELSINKI MONITOR, vol. 13, no. 2, 2002, p. 179-192 . Notes: How did an organisation like the OSCE, which is better known for norm-and standard-setting in the military sphere, become involved in combating illicit trafficking in small arms and light weapons in Central Asia ? The answer lies both in the membership of the organisation and the nature of the problem. HELSINKI MONITOR, vol. 13, no. 2, 2002, p. 129-145 . Notes: The successful withdrawal or elimination of the OGRF's CFE Treaty-Limited Equipment (TLE) from Transdniestria, the left-bank separatist region in Moldova, is a significant step toward post-conflict demilitarization and stabilization of the region, and an important political achievement for all of the parties involved. Moldova made a major advance toward its ultimate goal of strengthening its independence and sovereignty. Russia made progress toward building normal relations with this small neighboring former republic of the Soviet Union. Local Transdniestrian authorities demonstrated their willingness, albeit grudging at times, to observe general European norms and agreements. Ukraine's cooperation assisted in enhancing stability along its southwestern border. Last but not least, the OSCE demonstrated expanded institutional capabilities for arms control, demilitarization, and postconflict rehabilitation. OSCE credibility was also bolstered by the successful fulfilment of the first elements of an ambitious, difficult set of political commitments. HELSINKI MONITOR, vol. 12, no. 1, 2001, p. 30-40 . Notes: This article focuses on the cooperation between one of the European security institutions, the OSCE, and Japan amongst many links emerging between Asia and Europe. In particular, this article attempts to analyze why a partnership has emerged between the OSCE and one of its non-participating states, Japan, and how this partnership has evolved over the seven years since Japan was accepted as an OSCE Partner-for Cooperation. STUDIES, vol. 11, no. 3, Autumn 2001, p. 194-219 . Notes: The OCSE's interventions in post-Soviet ethnic and regional conflicts reveal important insights into the impact of the international dimension on post-Soviet transition. While the impact of the OSCE has been positive in a few cases, as in Crimea, for the most part it has been ineffective in conflict resolution and prevention. The contribution argues that the weakness of the OSCE is mainly due to the tension between competing principles of respect for territorial integrity and the right of self-determination which inform the OSCE's activities. The OSCE seems to be most effective in situations where territorial integrity is not challenged, and its solutions are inappropriate where it is. As a result, instability in the area is expected to continue and the OSCE's credibility as an institution for preventing, managing and resolving regional and ethnic conflicts is ultimately undermined. Subject: OSCE--FORMER SOVIET REPUBLICS Subject: REGIONAL CONFLICTS--FORMER SOVIET REPUBLICS Item ID: JA017199 Media: Article Title: The Kurdish Conflict in Turkey : (not) a Subject for the OSCE. Author: Gurbey, Gulistan In: HELSINKI MONITOR, vol. 12, no. 1, 2001, p. 7-20 . Notes: This article is centred on the OSCE's activities pertaining to a peaceful settlement of the Kurdish conflict in Turkey. It follows up the questions of why the OSCE, despite a fully-fledged protection of minorities mechanism, has not so far been very active and what other opportunities are at its disposal for constructively dealing with the conflict. Subject: KURDS--TURKEY Subject: OSCE Item ID: JA016509 Media: Article Title: Equal Security for OSCE Countries. Author: Shelepin, M. In: INTERNATIONAL AFFAIRS (Minneapolis), vol. 46, no. 3, 2000, p. 170-182 HELSINKI MONITOR, vol. 11, no. 4, 2000, p. 7-18 . Notes: This article discusses OSCE Democratisation Policy in Bosnia and Herzegovina (BaH), in particular its support for Civil Society. The author shows how OSCE support has become increasingly targeted towards desired social and political forces over the years. Whilst he argues that this is a positive general development, it is clear that it is high time to discuss the political implications of such a policy and to agree upon clear limits and democratic monitoring procedures. Subject: OSCE--BOSNIA AND HERCEGOVINA Subject: CIVIL SOCIETY--BOSNIA AND HERCEGOVINA Subject: DEMOCRACY--BOSNIA AND HERCEGOVINA Item ID: JA016037 Media: Article Title: The Charter for European Security from a European Union (EU) Perspective. Author: Lundin, Lars-Erik In: HELSINKI MONITOR, vol. 11, no. 1, 2000, p. 11-21 
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